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Student Court of Justice
Sunday, February 25, 2018
7:30 PM – Heine Room
Minutes

I. Call to Order
A. Present: Melville, Stirling, Garrick, Motschenbacher, Parsons, Schmidt, Pacella
B. Absent: Dunwoody, McCormick
II. Additions to and Approval of the Agenda
III. Conversation with Jim Ross
A. Jim: We’ve been maintaining the election system for many years. Past few years, we’ve discovered a few issues with it and have fixed it over the years. We’ve implemented anti-tampering defenses. I wanted to implement a search feature this year for write-in candidates, but we don’t have the kind of data to be able to do this. If we can have this feature ready by election time, we’ll test it, but we might just keep this election simple instead of over complicating things. 
B. Jim: We have the option to use backup paper ballots, but that hasn’t been used in a few years.  
C. Jim: I have a few questions…
i. Is the ballot going to have amendments this year? Ballots require people to vote for amendments. 
1. Melville: Yes. 
ii. I need to know if we a sponsor this year. 
1. Melville: I’m not sure, I’ll have to check on that myself. 
iii. Last year you must’ve used campus connection to verify people’s correct information, we can do it the same way this year, but I’ll need birth dates. 
iv. How early would you want to do verification?
1. Melville: Applications are due March 5th, and we typically do it shortly after to get the ballot ready. 
2. Jim: I will have an order ready to request the data on the 5th , and configure it that day. I’ll suggest about creating a system that will speed up the verification process. 
IV. Good News
V. Reports
A. Melville: I made the video for the presentation for student organizations, and that got sent out over the organization list serv. 
B. Melville: I’m doing more presentations for organizations this week. 
C. Schmidt, Motschenbacher, Garrick, Parsons, Stirling: Tabling went well, plenty of questions and applications taken. 
VI. Order of Business:
A. Discuss Student Court’s Elections Social Media Page
i. Melville: Last year we discussed setting up a social media page to get important information out to candidates, so I’d like to discuss what exactly we would want to do with this. One purpose would be sending info about deadlines. One question is that, does this take the responsibility away from the candidates to be informed, and make it the court’s responsibility to inform. What other information could we push out to candidates? 
ii. Pacella: Didn’t we already cut this idea out? Because it is hard to get audience for the social media page. 
iii. Melville: The thought is for this to just be for candidates to use to get information about room changes, time changes, etc. 
iv. Pacella: How would we get people to follow it?
v. Melville: The informational meeting, and emails. Informational meeting has traditionally been for presidential candidates, but I might invite senators to come if they so wish. If there is no other comment on it, Parsons will just go through with it. It only takes one click to follow and then candidates would receive notifications. More pathways are better.
vi. Garrick: I think emails are suitable, since they are candidates they might be more likely to open it. 
vii. Melville: Parsons, maybe think of a subject line tag that will be suitable for elections. 
B. Review of Voting Campaign Visuals
i. Melville: This is a poster made by Monica for election PR. Comments?
ii. Garrick: I don’t like that the border doesn’t go all the way around. 
iii. Melville: I also think that it should have some sort of link that will bring you to the voting page. 
iv. Parsons: Monica sent me an alternate version where the words are horizontal. (Alternate is sent around) 
v. Garrick: What would it look like if the colors are switched? I think it would be interesting to see. 
vi. Melville: Date is also incorrect, that would need to be fixed. 
vii. Garrick: Does the 18 need to be there? 
viii. Pacella: Format would need to be changed to April 7th as well if we get rid of the 18. 
ix. Schmidt: Could we make the circle in the center a little bigger? 
x. Garrick: If it becomes too big, could be distracting. 
xi. Parsons: The big smear of yellow is quite distracting the more I look at it, it completely draws my eyes. 
xii. Schmidt: What if we had the yellow bars almost as a cone coming down to the circle – gets rid of some of the yellow, draws your eyes to the circle, and gets the point across. 
C. Review FAQs
i. Melville: I have received one new question…
ii. Question 5
1. Pacella: I remember going over this – you can only run for one, either P/VP or Senator. 
2. Melville: Did we add anything to election code to clarify this, or is this decision only for discussion? 
3. Pacella: Not sure… 
4. Melville: There it is – Section 400, Subsection E) Singularity of Office. I will put an answer in here then, as it is decided. 
5. Question 5 is approved unanimously. 
D. Process Student Body Election Applications/Petitions
i. Melville: Cannot do this now, as the system is not set up. 
VII. Announcements, Comments, and Open Discussion
A. Melville: Jim brought up that we could have a paper ballot, and I like having contingency options. We wouldn’t publicize this as an option, but what are people’s thoughts? 
i. Garrick: Not a good or bad idea, just a nice contingency plan. 
VIII. Review of Action Items
A. Melville: Contact Jim Ross about creating paper ballot draft for a contingency.
B. Melville: Ask Kim Bruemmer about sponsor for student body elections.
C. Parsons: Compile thoughts about poster and email them to Monica.
IX. Adjourn
A. [bookmark: _GoBack]Moved by Pacella, seconded by Garrick at 8:30PM 
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