
Purpose: 

MEMORANDUM OF AGRr EMENT 
between 

Valley City State University and 
North Dak,ota State University 

( 

The purpose of this agreement is to establish the conditions under which Valley City State 
University (VCSU) will offer its Bachelor of Science Degree in Education (S.S. Ed.) with a 
major curriculum in Elementary Education as a dual degree program with Human 
Development and Family Science, College of Human Development and Education, North 
Dakota State University, on the campus of, and in cooperation with, North Dakota State 
University (NDSU). 

Motivating Principles and Values: 

VCSU and NDSU agree to the following principles: 
• The history of the elementary education program (fall of 1990 to the present) has

been beneficial to both campuses and each campus seeks to continue and
improve this relationship.

• Students are well served by the partnership and will continue to be well served by a
high quality teacher education program offered through this agreement.

• The partnership serves the educational needs of the region by providing teacher
education graduates of high quality.

• Both campuses seek a mutually beneficial financial arrangement to position the
elementary education program to operate effectively and responsibly.

• Both campuses seek to maintain compliance with state and national accreditation
guidelines to ensure teacher-quality.

• The partnership requires that both campuses participate in and use the
Collaborative Student Registration process as required by the North Dakota
University System.

• The partnership provides the ability to deliver a high quality dual degree/dual major
program of study to students.

The program is accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools: 
The Higher Learning Commission (NGA), the National Council for the Accreditation of 
Teacher Education (NCATE) and approved by the State of North Dakota Education, 
Practices and Standards Board (EPSB). 

Dual Degree Program: 

In order to most' effectively and efficiently offer the Elementary Education program to NDSU 
students, the Collaborative Student Registration process is utilized. The VCSU Elementary 
Education program at NDSU has been coordinated with the Human Development and Family 
Science degree program at NDSU. Students who intend to study Elementary Education on 
the NDSU campus will be required to declare a major in Human Development and Family 
Science (HDFS) with a subplan (track) in Child Development/Elementary Education. 
Students who have previously obtained a bachelor's degree in HDFS are not eligible for this 
program; they should instead enroll in the elementary education program offered on the 
VCSU campus. All students are advised to work closely with their academic advisor in the 
Department of Human Development and Family Science during the course selection process 
each semester. 
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