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I believe American Graffiti is a classic film and its quality and brilliance compares only to a select few.  It can be classified as a classic film for many reasons; use a colon here; not a semi-colon the outstanding cast, its bold and experimental music, the costumes and realistic settings and also its plot. 
This film depicts the real troubles and experiences of normal teenagers in the 1960's. American Grafitti was written and directed by George Lucas.  George drew from his experiences growing up in Modesto, CA, for his script.  It was a low budget movie spending a mere $750,000 to film. Even with its low budget American Graffiti grossed over $21 million by 1994.  Be sure to cite your sources. Although this film is already ranked among the top hundred of all-time greatest American movies according to the American Film Institute, I believe a review at this time will peak the interest of our generation to watch a film they might have only heard about or have no clue exists. Good I am hoping to intrigue a new generation of viewers about a film that was monumental in its own time.  This film has an outstanding cast which can be proven by their continuous success after this film.¶ I think one of the reasons why this movie did so well was because of its subplots and the relationships among all the characters.  Finding out which couples will stay together and which characters will be separated by college and future plans.  Ron Howard plays one of the main characters, Steve.  Howard already had a known name from his part in The Andy Griffith Show as Opie.  Steve is in a serious relationship with his high school sweetheart Laurie.  He must decide if he will go to college and leave her behind or stay.  The question in this relationship is whether or not they are together because of true love or merely their hormones.  Alicia:  watch your paragraphing Another relationship in question is between Curt, played by Richard Dreyfuss, and an unknown blonde, Suzanne Sommers.  The relationship between these two is the lack of a women’s love in Curt's life.  He has felt all his life that there is no one around he is interested in. Finally he sees a woman he is interested in and the chase is on.  John is the oldest in the group who is trying to find his path in life.  He finds himself opening up to a girl he is too old for, Carol.  One of the most famous lines from this movie is said between these two,  "Rock and roll's been goin' down hill ever since Buddy Holly died."  I think one of the most important relationships is between Debbie and Toad.  Toad is classified as a nerd because he is shy, nervous and inexperienced. Debbie is more experienced but an airhead.  I think this relationship is rooted for because many want to see the underdog achieve what he is told he is not good enough for.  The real question is whether the relationship has a chance or not.   American Graffiti captures the look, feel and sound of its era.  It tells a story of the misadventures of four California high school graduates one late summer night in 1962.  The setting of this film takes place mostly in the outdoors.  A lot of the plot unfolds on the streets while they are cruising in their cars.  This alone helps teenagers relate; just as it was fun and cool to cruise and hang out with friends in the 60's, it is also a large part of teenagers daily lives today. This is a part of our lives teenagers will be able to relate to for years to come. I think being able to relate your own feelings and daily life activities to those on screen has a large impact on why some movies become classics and stay in the hearts of their viewers.  I know if I am watching a movie and I cannot relate to the plot or characters I am not likely to connect emotionally to the film.  The wardrobe in this film stays true to its era.  All the teenagers are dressed in the clothing of the early 60's and their style helps to distinguish their roles.  The adults wear drab, boring clothing.  Except for The Wolfman who is a radio d.j. and whom the teenagers are friends with and look up to.  The rebel is dressed in a white t-shirt, leather jacket and jeans. The teenagers who are suppose to be the college-bound more responsible ones are dressed almost in the same attire as the adults.  The music in this film was a stretch for its time.  There had never been a soundtrack that was made of entirely rock-n-roll music.  The music propelled tense shift the scenes during the car racing and adds excitement.  The Wolfman is also heard through out the film and creates moments of suspense and uncertainty with his thoughts and music.  I think all of these qualities helped propel American Graffiti into The American Film Institute’s list and into the hearts of its fans.

I looked into many sites dedicated to the film American Graffiti and found only a few with critical statements towards the film and its story plot.  According to Bailey Hendstrom the color of American Grafitti suffers from quite a noticeably pixellation during certain parts of the film, mainly during the really dark scenes.  Although this is a valid point Hendstom brings up I think it is important to look at the year this film was made and the technology available.   Although Mike Hanson believes the film is reaching a bit in scenes, his overall review encouraging.  “As movies usually do, situations were a bit exaggerated…but it truly is an American Classic film, probably deserves to be in any serious film collector’s library”.  I found no site dedicated to a bad review of this film or a bad review from Roger Ebert.  According to Ebert, “[It’s] not only a great movie but a brilliant work of historical fiction; no sociological treatise could duplicate the movie’s success in remembering exactly how it was to be alive at that cultural instant”.  Although American Graffiti did not win any Academy Awards, it was nominated in several categories including:  best picture of 1973, supporting actress, director, story and screenplay—based on factual material not previously published and film editing.  It did not take home any awards but it was honored with the nominations in several categories.   I love this movie because although my teenage years were over thirty years after this movie I still felt a connection with the characters and went through the same hardships when I graduated.  This point might be fully developed in the body of your review, and this additional criterion might be added to the criteria you've established.(It'll add a little more complexity to your piece as well.) I remembered the decisions I had to make after high school while I was watching this film.  I had to make the same decision as Steve, whether I should stay close by or leave to go to school in Colorado.  Because of the excellent story plot, characters, setting and props, American Grafitti will always be a classic film.  I think that is a true test of a film, if the audience can watch a film thirty years later and still feel a connection to the characters and be impressed with the story plot and props. 
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Alicia:  an excellent draft here.
Watch your paragraphing--Excessively long blocks of writing are an inconvenience for the reader.  
The only other real issue is that you haven't  justified your criteria.  For instance, why aren't direction and production among your requirements for a classic movie?  Or what about originality of theme?  Or challenging ideas?  Try to anticipate and imagine how a reader might question your criteria; acknowledge possible complaints and then answer them by explaining why & how your criteria are sufficient.

Otherwise--really, you're almost done.  Great draft.
