Final Creative Writing Instructions

Author’s Bio
By 18th (preferably in the morning):  on disk or as email attachment, give me a paragraph about yourself for readers of the Web Book (where are you from?  What have you been doing in Gov School?  Why did you take Creative Writing?  What do you like to write?  etc.)  Also:  you can speak briefly about the work you’ve submitted for the Web Book.  You might say something, for instance, about how the pieces have evolved and been revised etc.  Are they finished?  In-progress?  Do you have plans to eventually submit your work to journals or magazines for publication?  Why do you like to write?  (It might be interesting to reflect back on our first or second class meeting, when we listened to song lyrics and discussed some different perspectives on art and creative writing.  What makes any piece of art “good”?  What is the purpose of art and who is it for?)
Ultimately, the information in your bio is up to you.  Feel free to make it interesting!

Submissions for Web Book
By 18th (preferably in the morning):   on disk or as email attachment, give me any of the work you would like to appear online (preferably stuff which has received some feedback, revision, polishing).  I prefer Microsoft Word documents.  You’re free to use any work you’ve completed or started in this class, spin-offs from work you completed in class, as well as items you’ve produced entirely on your own, either during Gov School or before. Also:  all genres are welcome.  You can submit poems, stories, creative nonfiction, essays, artwork, etc.
Reception Reading
On the 19th, about 6:45:  everyone will read for aprx. 3 minutes each.  That is about the time you’ll need to read a short (short) story, or 1-3 poems (your choice of items).  When your turn comes, you should introduce yourself, and, if you like, speak briefly about the piece you’re going to read (how you came to write it, anything in it which needs explanation, or anything you think your listeners might like to know or need to know).  

Tips:

· Project your voice outward.  Don’t bury your face in the page from which you’re reading.  Look up from time to time at your audience.  Turn a bit, every few minutes, so that you don’t face just a small portion of the audience for your whole performance. Make eye contact, if possible, from time to time.
· A common problem when people read is that they go TOO FAST.  So:  read slowly.  Go slower than you think you should, and it should be about right.
