English 323: Special Instructions for April 15th
Small Group Workshopping
1) Get into groups of three or four. Discuss the following:

Chelsea's, "The Last Time"

Chelsea's, "After Life" (both the earlier and later segments she submitted)

Josh's, "MLK: A Day in the Life"

Tyler's, "Father's Day"

Collaboratively, write up a good, detailed, and balanced critique of each item. Print out, sign all names, and give to the writers when you are finished. (Writers: save these so that you can give them to me next week.)

Your workshop feedback must address the following:

All pieces:

a. What you believe is working well.

b. What you believe could be improved.

c. What could be cut.

d. What could be added.

e. Where you get confused, and exactly how.

f. Possible directions the writer might consider.

g. What you're left feeling and thinking when you finish reading the piece.

h. Questions for the writer.

Poems:

a. The music of the piece: moving? appropriate to the subject matter?

b. The line breaks: feel right? What principles are governing them?

c. The stanza breaks: feel right? What principles are governing them?

d. Images

e. Mode: private or personal lyric? surrealist gonzo? traditional form? experimental form? persona?

f. The quality of the language: fresh, surprising, insightful, vivid. NO CLICHES.

Short Stories:

a. Plot (narrative tension, pacing, scene-development)

b. Character development

c. Setting

d. Images

e. Language (tone of voice; idiom; prose style)

Reading and Viewing

1) Go to the online schedule, find today's date, and the links to:

· Short-short poems: read all of these

· Wright: read "Northern Pike," "A Blessing," "The Jewel," "To a Blossoming Pear Tree," and "On the Skeleton of a Hound"

· Bidart: read "Ellen West" (about and in the voice of an anorexic girl), and "Herbert White" (written in the voice of a serial killer)
These poems give you a taste of the great variety in free verse poetry today. Some are in the personal lyric mode, some are in the surrealistic mode, some are in personae. Jot some notes and questions for each, and bring these to class next week.
2) In Blackboard Course Documents, watch these Power Point presentations in "view show" mode:

· Writer's Link 

· Form in Poetry

· The Oral Tradition: Spoken Word Poetry 
· The Visual Tradition

That's it. We'll quickly cover all of this together next week, and then keep moving along!
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