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Some thoughts and tips as you listen to today’s presentation: 
· It’ll be a bit scholarly & academic; please do you best to look interested (. It might be a good idea to take notes, and if you find the talk uninteresting in spots, you could perhaps be writing a poem or story on the sly!
· The talk has to do with ethnic differences, identity, and people without a public voice. Also: exile, life on the edge, and the voiceless in our own community here in Fargo/Moorhead.
· It will all connect with some options in your forthcoming Fiction Project #2. One of these options will ask you to create a protagonist in a short story who is your own “other”; i.e., someone radically different from you ethnically, culturally, politically, ideologically, or otherwise. Another option will be to develop a short story told from the point of view (first person) of someone marginalized, invisible, or voiceless. And there will be others,
· It might be good to be thinking about how many different characters are actually in you. After all, we’re many different people: we’re one person with our families, another at work, another out on the street, etc. Really, we’re all somewhat schizophrenic!
· It would be good as well to be thinking about how YOU have been voiceless in your life, or felt you were “between worlds,” of split identity, alienated or “exiled.”

· The speaker will be mentioning some poems and novels which might be of interest. Also, she’ll be addressing an area of English and Language Studies which might interesting to some of you as a potential field/major.

