Nichols, English 323


¡ ¡ ¡ ¡ ¡ IMPORTANT INSTRUCTOR PEEVES ! ! ! ! !

Every semester I go a bit bonkers dealing with the issues below. Please read over both our Homepage and the following instructions carefully. Save this sheet for when you are sick, running late, or confronting any kind of emergency; for computer malfunctions, conflicting appointments, weddings, field trips, accidents, hang-overs, chemistry tests, romantic break-ups, drive-by shootings, busted alarm clocks, or alien abduction.
What To Do If You Miss a Class Meeting For Any Reason


1) DO NOT come to me asking, “What did we do?” (Or, even worse, “Did we do anything?”)

2) As soon as possible, contact at least 2 classmates for full class notes, instructions, handout titles, etc. If the classmates you contact did not take helpful notes or are otherwise uninformed , you should contact someone else. (You are responsible for knowing what transpires in each class session, whether you are present or not.) If you know in advance that you will miss a class meeting and/or class work, contact classmates well ahead of time for assistance.

3) After contacting classmates for full information, you may then visit or email me if you have specific, informed questions. Always include your class and section number on the subject line of emails, along with a clear, recognizable subject.
4) If you miss a deadline for class work, see our class Homepage for specific policies and make-up instructions.

5) When you turn in late work of any kind, you must include an explanatory note which includes:

a. your name, as well as the course name and section number;

b. the name of the assignment;

c. the original due date for the assignment;

d. the reason you are handing it in late.
How to Hand in Coursework Responsibly

1) I am asked for a stapler, on average, 5 billion times each semester.  BUY YOURSELF A POCKET STAPLER AND CARRY IT WITH YOU. I prefer all course materials to be stapled, especially anything I will take home. I hate paper clips. They often come off or get stuck on other students’ work.
2) On days when an assignment is due, do not bring it to class unassembled or otherwise unready. Every semester students disrupt and hold up class by coming in with a heap of unstapled sheets, and then loudly putting them together, asking for paper clips, still writing their names etc. on everything…This is work you need to do before, not during, class time.
3) Check over your work after you have printed it out.  Students often grab material fresh off the printer and hand it in without realizing that the printer has malfunctioned or there are other problems with the text.
4) Never hand in work without your name on all pages.

On Arriving Late to Class 

Coming to class late is not a minor matter. It burdens me (and your classmates) in ways which may not be immediately apparent to you. It is also distracting and rude. 

I nearly always go over all assignments for upcoming class meetings, deal with questions and problems, and make important announcements during the first 5-15 minutes of class. When someone comes in during or after that time, I wind up having to repeat the same information all over again, either right then or after class. Believe me, the number of times I have to do this add up.
COMING LATE TO CLASS, EVEN BY JUST A FEW MINUTES, IS SIMILAR TO ACTUALLY MISSING CLASS: YOU NEED TO CONTACT CLASSMATES  AT AN APPROPRIATE TIME TO FIND OUT WHAT YOU’VE MISSED.
If you come very late to class, you will need to deal with what is happening on your own. I can’t stop in the middle of things to help you, and it isn’t fair for you to interrupt your classmates for information.

