Becca,

Boy, you've got a lot of serious choices to contend with! I know it's freaking hard.

I'm facing an unprecedented pile of stuff to grade in all of my classes, so the best time for a meeting would probably be week after next. Would that work alright? Say Friday, April 27th, in EML 378, 2:00? I know that's an odd time and place, but it's probably the most convenient for me. I could go with some other arrangement too around the same time.

Or...I could just offer some quick thoughts here.

I think you decision should be based on a careful consideration of two primary, sometimes compatible, sometimes antagonistic values: a) your love of, and commitment to, writing; and b) your concern about employment. 


Option 1

Search for the very best program, no matter where it is. "Best" = reputation and ranking, as well as other factors. The oldest and most prestigious programs attract the best faculty (permanent and visiting) as well as the most serious, interesting, and competitive students. There's nothing like working with a writer-teacher you love, and you can learn BOATLOADS from brilliant classmates. Though the visiting faculty or student body in a given year at even a great institution may not be especially hot, the chances are still good that you'll have a mind-blowing experience in your 2-3 years there. The best programs are also located in cities which are packed with easily accessed fine arts activities, cultural resources, top-notch bookstores and libraries, on-campus museums, continual readings by the best writers in the country, etc. etc.  Attending such a program too will be a helpful factor in the kind of job you score afterwards--but even if you don't score a decent gig, you'll have had an experience like no other. And, finally, a VERY high proportion of students who graduate from, say, Iowa, go on to publish in big presses and win the big prizes. 

Downside of #1: the best programs are very difficult to get into--not necessarily because your writing isn't good, but because of the sheer number of applicants. Rejection is harder for some writers than others, but of course it's always hard, and you may have to face a number of rejection notices from the bigger schools. Another downside: some of these schools are very expensive. You may graduate with a huge debt and few job prospects, despite how prestigious your degree may be. The school you attend is important, but the #1 most important element in your employment prospects is publication record (assuming you want to teach).

Option 2

Go to a smaller program. Some of these are actually extremely good, in part because they're not just low-riding on their reputations. Some are very happening places. And if you love and have faith in your own writing, if you are an avid learner, the program you attend won't matter much. It'll be a great experience because of your own commitment. You'll graduate with less debt, and can get decent employment by either publishing like a maniac or continuing on for a PhD (or other degree) in an employable subject. You can consider your writing to be a side-gig to the work you do for a living. Also, as you said in your email, some offer bonuses such as certificates in editing, so employment prospects look decent (to my knowledge). If it's extremely important to you that you be gainfully employed as soon after graduation as possible (you have kids, debts, are sick of being poor, or whatever), then you simply have to make decisions which will accommodate your love of writing but which privilege the livelihood issue.

I think some small programs--such as MSUM's--consider their degree almost something like a "lifestyle enhancement" experience, rather than an employment or publication guarantee. 









· If you haven't looked at this book yet, it would be a good idea to buy it: Amy Holman, An Insider's Guide to Creative Writing Programs: Choosing the Right MFA or MA Program, Colony, Residency,Grant or Fellowship, Prentice Hall Press, 2006. I haven't actually looked it over myself, but if I were a student I definitely would. 

· Be sure to explore all over the Poets & Writers site if you haven't already. Lots of info there. 







At 10:52 AM 4/11/2007, you wrote:



Hi Cindy~
 
I was wondering if you have some time in the next week or two... (or even before the end of the semester) when I could stop by your office to chat.  While I have some idea of my career goals...(for one, I would like to have a job when I eventually graduate)... working on a small press/journal, teaching creative writing?, I'd like to talk to someone (i.e. you) with professional knowledge to get some advice/guidance.  I got into MSUM.  I'm planning to enroll at least part-time for the fall semester, but I'm not really sure where I should go from there.  I would like to transfer somewhere a bit more prestigious (I have some programs in mind which I would like to get your opinion on), but I like the fact hat MSUM has a small press and offers a certificate in publishing...however, I assume there are many other programs with opportunities to work on literary magazines, etc. Do I get my MFA there and then go on to get a PhD elsewhere?  
 
Anyway, that gives you an idea of some of the issues I'm dealing with...just let me know if you have a little time to meet with me. I'd really appreciate it. 
 
Becca 

 

 

In all affairs it's a healthy thing now and then to hang a question mark on the things you have long taken for granted.      ~Bertrand Russell<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" />





Live Search Maps find all the local information you need, right when you need it. Find it! 

