 Notes: Art Perspectives, Pecker, and Fiction (Formal Elements)
How many different ways of understanding art and the creative process are represented in the film?

Art/Creative Process is (do perspectives wheel for film characters):
Pecker: a way of appreciating/embracing/accepting and understanding his everyday life in all its weirdness and randomness; a way to love and be connected to his community. Integral to his life. His life inspires his art, and his art inspires his life. 
A means of framing/controlling/creating his own world.

A way of seeing which makes the everyday luminous (recall his talk with Shelly in his effort to help her understand art/imagination). Ironic/compassionate vision. “Everything looks good through here” (Pecker about his camera). “All work is fun if you’re doing something you love” (Pecker).
Pecker’s girlfriend: annoying B.S. A hoax. Turns people into assholes.
Pecker’s family: somewhat incomprehensible, a nuisance—unless it is pretty or until it makes money. Also: art as craft (pics should be in focus). Beauty. Note that these people are sort of clods.
Rory: a commodity; way to make money. (Same with hamburger joint boss. Note how crass the community is.) Also: a profession.
Friends of the Whitney: possibly an interesting and stimulating cultural institution, but also a class marker and reinforcer of class system. They view art from a distance; not intimately connect to their own lives or doesn’t implicate their own lives. Distance gives them power.
Pecker’s sister's view: much like Pecker’s?
Matt: a social vehicle for achieving celebrity and getting laid.
Student Art Views: add to perspectives wheel:

Art is:

A way of changing the world.

A way of mirroring the world.

A way to create the world.

A way to escape the world; feel better.

A way to confront the world.

A way to enhance, beautify, decorate world.

A means of exploring one’s own psyche and inner self.

A means of provoking feeling or thought.

Pure self expression.

A profession.

Serious play.

· So: how should this class be taught? Emphasis on craft? Free self-expression? Profession—how to become a writer? Getting into the weird?

· Nature of this class. Fine arts course; no formula writing. Write for well-read audience. I'll try to give feedback from the point of view of real editors, tailored to her needs and interests. 

· Pick a favorite quote from Skittish Libations and explain why you like it; also how it does or might apply to this class and your interest in writing.
· Brief overview of Fiction Project #1. First part of semester = fiction.
· How might the art of photography translate into the art of writing poems and stories? That is, how is writing like taking pictures?  If Pecker were a writer instead of a photographer, what sort of stories would he be producing?
· Identify people and situations which might be subjects of your story. From what perspective would you like these people seen? How would you "frame" them? What would you leave in and out?
· Freewriting for Project #1.

Analysis of Pecker as fiction: see Power Point.
