Sample Course Document: 

Comprehensive Reading Quiz On Setting and Theme in Fiction

Baldwin, “Sonny’s Blues”
Carver, "Cathedral”
O’Brien’s “How to Tell a True War Story” 
Márquez, "A Very Old Man with Enormous Wings" 
Shang, “Sassafrass, Cypress & Indigo” 
Instructions: for each of your responses below, support any assertions with clear reasoning, specific references to the stories, and plenty of concrete, particular detail. Provide roughly a good developed paragraph for each response.

1) The stories we’ve read over that last two weeks include a range of very different settings. How, specifically, do these settings vary from story to story? Based on our class discussions of craft, what tools would you say each writer is using to make vivid a place and time? What specific historical and cultural differences inform each setting?


2) What details of time and place in these stories were unfamiliar or strange to you? Identify a sample detail and explain what you now understand about that item, based on your reading of the story.

3) How might the different settings in these stories inform your own work with short fiction? Where are you from, and what would be important considerations in rendering your own home environment in a story? How would such a rendering vary depending on your targeted readership?

4) Thematically, each of the above stories involves an encounter with the unknown or an encounter with the Other. Explain, drawing on class discussion and lecture about creative writing or the creative process itself as just such an encounter.
