Appendix 3 Charts: Capitalism and Socialism

More Than Half of Students Define Capitalism as Free Market
Capitalism

3% Capitalism is best defined as:

® An economic system in which property is privately owned, exchange is voluntary,
and production and pricing of goods/services are determined by market forces.

An economic system in which corporations utlize grants, special tax breaks,
political connections, and special rules that favor them over competitors to earn
profits.

Not Sure

Other
American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 95: 59 percent of students define capitalism as free market capitalism
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W An economic system in which property is privately owned, exchange is voluntary, and production and pricing of
goods/services are determined by market forces.
An economic system in which corporations utilize grants, special tax breaks, political connections, and special rules that
favor them over competitors to earn profits.
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test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 134.9680, df=6, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 96: Significant differences in defining capitalism exist among students with different political views
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Capitalism is best defined as:
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goods/services are determined by market forces.
An economic system in which corporations utilize grants, special tax breaks, political connections, and special
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test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 97.1996, df=6, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 97: There are significant differences by gender in defining capitalism.

Captialism is best defined as (percent choosing free market capitalism
- excluding I'm not sure):
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Test of significant difference by year: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi-square=54.9682, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 98: The percent of students choosing the free market definition of capitalism has grown over time.
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Captialism is best defined as (percent choosing free market capitalism
- excluding I'm not sure)

90%
80%
70% 61% B 60% 64% B 64%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

2021

m Liberal/Liberal Leaning = Conservative/Conservative Leaning = Independent/Apolitical

Test of significant difference by year:

Liberal: chi-square=76.3793, df=4, p<.0001

Conservative: chi-square=13.1351, df=4, p=.0106 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Independent: chi-square=4.2166, df=4, p=.3775  Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 99: More liberal and conservative students are defining capitalism using the free market definition over time.
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Just Over a Quarter of Students Have a Positive View of Capitalism

Based on your definition of capitalism above, do you have a
positive, negative, or neutral view of capitalism?

® Positive Negative = Neutral

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 100: Based on their definition of capitalism, 27 percent of students have a positive view.

Based on your definition of capitalism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of capitalism?
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test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

chi square = 409.0296, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 101: There are significant differences among students with different political ideologies on their attitudes toward
capitalism.
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Based on your definition of capitalism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of capitalism?
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test of significant difference by gender:
chi square = 252.0159, df=4, p<.0001 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 102: Significant differences in favorability toward capitalism exist by gender.

Based on your definition of capitalism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of capitalism? (percent with positive view)
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Test of significant difference by year: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi-square=13.1573, df=4, p=.0105 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 103: More students view capitalism positively than in 2021.
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Based on your definition of capitalism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of capitalism? (percent with positive view)
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Test of significant difference by year:

Liberal: chi-square=31.7111, df=4, p<.0001 . o
Conservative: chi-square=7.3221, df=4, p=.1198 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

Independent: chi-square=6.5177, df=4, p=.1637 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 104: The percentage of liberal students having a favorable view of capitalism has significantly increased over time.
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For Students Who Define Capitalism as Free Market Capitalism,
40 percent Have a Positive View of Capitalism

For students who selected the free market definition of capitalism:
do you have a positive, negative, or neutral
view of capitalism?

m Positive = Negative = Neutral

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 105: 40 percent of students defining capitalism as free market capitalism have a positive view of capitalism.

For students who selected the free market definition of capitalism: do
you have a positive, negative, or neutral view of capitalism?
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test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 233.9498, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 106: Significant differences between students with different political views exist on their attitudes toward capitalism for
those that define capitalism as free market capitalism.
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For Students Who Define Capitalism as Cronyism, Nearly Two-
Thirds Have a Negative View

For students who selected the cronyism definition
of capitalism: do you have a positive, negative, or
neutral view of capitalism?

m Positive = Negative ® Neutral

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 107: 64 percent of students who define capitalism as cronyism have a negative view of it.

For students who selected the cronyism definition of capitalism: do
you have a positive, negative, or neutral view of capitalism?
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American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

test of significant difference by political ideology:
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

chi square = 83.4861, df=4, p<.0001

Figure 108: Significant differences exist on views of cronyism by political ideology, but most students have a negative or neutral
view of cronyism.
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12 Percent of Students Say College Has Given Them a More
Positive View of Capitalism

Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated
in during college changed your view of capitalism?

® Yes, more positive
Yes, more negative

= No, view has not changed

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 109: Nearly twice as many students say college has given them a more negative view of capitalism than those who say it

has given them a more positive view of capitalism.

Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated in
during college changed your view of capitalism?
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test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 116.4720, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 110: Significant differences among students with different political ideologies exist in how they perceive college has
influenced their views on capitalism.
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Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated in
during college changed your view of capitalism?

80%
68%
70% ° 63% 63%
60%
50%
40%
o 27%
30% 23% 18% 19%
20% 8% 10%
[
o . I
Female Male Unknown/Other
M Yes, more positive Yes, more negative ® No, View has not changed

test of significant difference by gender:

chi square = 44.6823, df=4, p<.0001 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 111: Male students are more likely to say that college has given them a more positive view of capitalism in comparison to
unknown/other and female students.

Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated in
during college changed your view of capitalism? (percent with more
positive view)
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Test of significant difference by year: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi-square=24.0422, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 112: The percent of students who say college has given them a more positive view of capitalism has increased over time.
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Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated in
during college changed your view of capitalism? (percent with more
positive view)
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Test of significant difference by year:
Liberal: chi-square=11.8597, df=4, p=.0184 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

Conservative: chi-square=13.1388, df=4, p=.0106 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025
Independent: chi-square=4.7250, df=4, p=.3167

Figure 113: There has been a significant increase in the percentage of liberal and conservative students who report that college
has given them a more positive view of capitalism in comparison to 2021.
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2024 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

Nearly Half of Students Define Socialism as Active Government
and Redistribution

Socialism is best defined as:

m An economic system in which the types, quantities produced,
and prices of goods and services are planned by the government,
and property is owned by "society."

An economic system in which individuals/companies make
decisions on the types, quantities produced, and prices charged
for most goods and services, but the government plays a very
active role in assuring prices are fair and ensuring an equitable
distribution of resources between rich and poor

® Unsure

B Other

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 114: 34 percent of students define socialism as central ptanning.
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70%
o)
e 49%
50% 42%

40% 6%
? 29% 26% 29%

58%

30%
20% 12% 14%

0%
Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Independent/Apolitical

Leaning
W An economic system in which the types, quantities produced, and prices of goods and services are planned by the

government, and propoerty is owned by "society."

An economic system in which individuals/companies make decisions on the types, quantities produced, and prices
charged for most goods and services, but the government plays a very active role in assuring prices are fair and ensuring
an equitable distribution of resources between rich and poor

M Unsure
Other
test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 168.1157, df=6, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 115: Students with different political views define socialism differently.
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Socialism is best defined as:
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W An economic system in which the types, quantities produced, and prices of goods and services are planned by the
government, and propoerty is owned by "society."

An economic system in which individuals/companies make decisions on the types, quantities produced, and prices charged for
most goods and services, but the government plays a very active role in assuring prices are fair and ensuring an equitable
distribution of resources between rich and poor

M Unsure
Other American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
test of significant difference by political gender: Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

chi square = 51.7849, df=6, p<.0001

Figure 116: Definitions of socialism vary by gender.

Socialism is best defined as (percent choosing central planning
definition of socialism - excluding I'm not sure):
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Test of significant difference by year:

chi-square=9.4628, df=4, p=.0505 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 117: The percent of students defining socialism as central planning has declined from a peak of 46 percent in 2022.
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Socialism is best defined as (percent choosing central planning
definition of socialism - excluding I'm not sure)
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Test of significant difference by year:

Uil A-seUEre=7=02T, eii=d,; = 1207 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

Conservative: chi-square=5.5232, df=4, p=.2377 . . h
Independent: chi-square=8.9619, df=4, p=.0621 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 118: The percent of students defining socialism as central planning has significantly declined for independent students
over time.
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One-Quarter of Students Have a Positive View of Socialism

Based on your definition of socialism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of socialism?

m Positive = Negative = Neutral

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 119: 25 percent of students have a positive view of socialism

Based on your definition of socialism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of socialism?
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test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 466.5788, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 120: Conservative students have a much more negative view of socialism in comparison to independent and liberal
students.
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Based on your definition of socialism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of socialism?
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test of significant difference by gender:
chi square = 142.7449, df=4, p<.0001 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 121: The percent of students with positive, negative, and neutral views of socialism varies significantly by gender.

Based on your definition of socialism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of socialism? (percent with positive view)
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Test of significant difference by year: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi-square=18.8707, df=4, p=.0008 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 122: The percent of students with a favorable view of socialism has declined since 2021, but remained steady since last
year.
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Based on your definition of socialism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of socialism? (percent with positive view)
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Test of significant difference by year:

Liberal: chi-square=16.3570, df=4, p=.0026

Conservative: chi-square=3.2739, df=4, p=.5131 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Independent: chi-square=9.4012, df=4,p=.0518  g},4i|3 and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 123: Liberal and independent student attitudes toward socialism have changed significantly over time.
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For Students Who Define Socialism as Central Planning, 17
Percent Have a Positive View

For students who define socialism as central planning:
do you have a positive, negative, or
neutral view of socialism?

m Positive = Negative = Neutral

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 124: 17 percent of students who define socialism as central planning view it positively

For students who define socialism as central planning: do you have a
positive, negative, or neutral view of socialism?
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test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 151.5287, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 125: Among students who define socialism as central planning, students with different political views view it more or less
favorably.
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For Students Who Define Socialism as Redistribution and Active
Government, 37 Percent Have a Positive View

For students who define socialism as redistribution and active
government: do you have a positive, negative, or neutral view of
socialism?

m Positive = Negative = Neutral

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 126: 37 percent of students who define socialism as redistribution and active government view it positively

For students who define socialism as redistribution and active
government: do you have a positive, negative, or neutral view of

socialism?
[o)
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60%
0,
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30%
[o) 0,
20% 10% 13% .
o [] =
0%
Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Independent/Apolitical
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W Positive Negative ® Neutral
test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 201.9010, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 127: Significant differences among students with different political beliefs exist in their attitudes toward socialism for
those that define it as redistribution and active government.
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16 Percent of Students Say College Has Given Them a More
Positive View of Socialism

Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated
in during college changed your view of socialism?

® Yes, more positive
Yes, more negative

= No, view has not changed

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025
Figure 128: 16 percent of students say college has given them a more positive view of socialism, while 13 percent say it has
given them a more negative view of socialism.

Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated in
during college changed your view of socialism?
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Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Independent/Apolitical
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M Yes, more positive Yes, more negative B No, view has not changed
test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 188.9813, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 129: Students with different political beliefs report differences in the way college has influenced their view of socialism.
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Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated in
during college changed your view of socialism?
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M Yes, more positive Yes, more negative H No, view has not changed
test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 21.0913, df=4, p=.0003 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 130: Perceptions of how college has changed views on socialism vary by gender.

Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated in
during college changed your view of socialism? (percent with more
positive view)
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Test of significant difference by year:
chi-square=25.5355, df=4, p<.0001 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 131: The percent of students who say college has given them a more positive view of socialism has dropped since 2023,
but remained the same as last year.
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Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated in
during college changed your view of socialism? (percent with more
positive view)
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Test of significant difference by year:

Liberal: chi-square=35.8023, df=4, p<.0001

Conservative: chi-square=3.7676, df=4, p=.4384 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

Independent: chi-square=0.2541, df=4, p=.9926 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025
Figure 132: The percent of liberal students who say college has given them a more favorable view of socialism has declined
significantly over time.
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2024 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

Among Students Who Say Professors Have Expressed Their
Views on Capitalism, Over Half Say It Has Been Negative

If your professors have expressed their views on capitalism,
have their views generally been favorable or
unfavorable toward capitalism?

m Favorable
Unfavorable
= None have expressed opinions on capitalism

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 133: 56 percent of students who say their professors have expressed their views on capitalism (25 percent of all students)
say the views have been negative.

If your professors have expressed their views on capitalism, have their
views generally been favorable or unfavorable toward capitalism?
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Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Independent/Apolitical
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M Favorable Unfavorable B None have expressed their opinions of capitalism

test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 56.1907, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 134: There are significant differences by political ideology in student perceptions of views expressed by professors on
capitalism.
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If your professors have expressed their views on capitalism, have their
views generally been favorable or unfavorable toward capitalism?
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W Favorable Unfavorable B None have expressed their opinions of capitalism

te%t of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 86.0480, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 135: There are significant differences in student perceptions of professors' expressed views on capitalism by gender.

If your professors have expressed their views on capitalism, have their
views generally been favorable or unfavorable toward capitalism? (not
expressing view excluded) (percent favorable)
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Test of significant difference by year: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi-square=25.5740, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 136: An increasing percent of students have @ived professor views toward capitalism as favorable over time.
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2024 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

If your professors have expressed their views on capitalism, have their
views generally been favorable or unfavorable toward capitalism?
(percent favorable)
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Test of significant difference by year:

Liberal: chi-square=21.0740, df=4, p=.0003
Conservative: chi-square=18.7877, df=4, p=.0009
Independent: chi-square=1.4655, df=4, p=.8327

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 137: There has been a significant increase in both liberal and conservative students perceiving professors' expressed
views on capitalism as favorable over time.
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2024 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

For Students Who Report That Their Professors Have Expressed
Their Views on Socialism, over Half Say It Has Been Positive

If your professors have expressed their views on socialism,
have their views generally been favorable or
unfavorable toward socialism?

m Favorable
Unfavorable

= None have expressed their views on sociaism

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 138: 54 percent of students who say their professors have expressed their views on socialism (21 percent of all students)
say the views have been positive.

If your professors have expressed their views on socialism, have their
views generally been favorable or unfavorable toward socialism?

80% 6%
70% 63%
60% 36%
50%
40%
30% 21% 22% 22%
20% 14% 14% 10%
-
0%
Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Independent/Apolitical
Leaning
M Favorable Unfavorable B None have expressed their opinions on socialism
test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 55.9492, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 139: Student perceptions of professor views toward socialism vary by political ideology.

26



2024 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

If your professors have expressed their views on socialism, have their
views generally been favorable or unfavorable toward socialism?

80% 70%

70% 60% 58%
60%

50%

40% 31%

30% 22%

20% 16%  14% 17% 1%

-
0%
Female Male Unknown/other
M Favorable Unfavorable B None have expressed their opinions on socialism

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

test of significant difference by gender:
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

chi square = 35.3556, df=4, p<.0001

Figure 140: Student perceptions of expressed professor views toward socialism vary by gender.

If your professors have expressed their views on socialism, have their
views generally been favorable or unfavorable toward socialism?
(percent favorable)

62%
60% /
% g 58%
" _tm
54%

52%

50%
2022 2023 2024 2025

Test of significant difference by year:
chi-square=10.3428, df=3, p=.0159 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 141: Perception of professors’ expressed views toward socialism being favorable for students who say professors have
expressed views over time.
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2024 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

If your professors have expressed their views on socialism, have their
views generally been favorable or unfavorable toward socialism?
(percent favorable)

70% m

60% \
.
s0%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%
2022 2023 2024 2025

m Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Leaning = Independent/Apolitical

Test of significant difference by year:

Liberal: chi-square=9.0805, df=3, p=.0282
Conservative: chi-square=4.4417, df=3, p=.2176 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

Independent: chi-square=7.0294, df=3, p=.0710  Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 142: Students perceiving professor views toward socialism as being favorable for those saying professors have expressed
views - by political ideology and year.
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2024 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

More Than Three-Quarters of Students are In Favor of Universal
Healthcare and Free Higher Education if Funded by a Wealth Tax
on the Top One Percent

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in
the U.S., funded by a wealth tax levied on the top one percent?

| Yes No

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 143: 78 percent of students are in favor of universal healthcare/free education funded by a wealth tax on the top 1
percent.

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in
the U.S., funded by a wealth tax levied on the top one percent?

()
50 - &7%
o
80%
O,
0% s6%
o
50% 44%
40%
30% o
10%
0%
Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Independent/Apolitical
Leaning

H Yes No

test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 509.9410, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 144: Liberal and independent students are much more likely to be in favor of universal healthcare/free education funded
by a wealth tax on the top one percent than conservative students.
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40%
30%
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2024 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in
the U.S,, funded by a wealth tax levied on the top one percent?

82% 87%

70%

30%
0,
18% 13%

Female Male Unknown/other

H Yes No

test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 50.3630, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 145: The percent of students in favor of universal healthcare/free education funded by a wealth tax on the top one
percent varies significantly by gender.
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2024 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

71 Percent of Students are in Favor of Universal Healthcare and
Free Higher Education if Funded by Higher Income Taxes on the
Top 10 Percent

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in
the U.S., funded by higher income taxes on the top 10 percent?

m Yes No

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 146: 71 percent of students say they are in favor of universal healthcare/free education funded by taxing the top 10
percent more.

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in
the U.S., funded by higher income taxes on the top 10 percent?

100% 87%
- 78%
63%
60%
40% 37%
22%

20% 13% .

0%

Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Independent/Apolitical
Leaning
W Yes No

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

test of significant difference by political ideology:
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

chi square = 458.5110, df=2, p<.0001

Figure 147: Liberal and independent students are significantly more in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education
funded by taxing the top 10 percent more in comparison to conservative students.
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2024 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in
the U.S., funded by higher income taxes on the top 10 percent?

90% 84%

80%
70%
60%
o 37%
30% 25%
% 16%

20%
10%

0%

75%
63%

Female Male Unknown/other

H Yes No

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

test of significant difference by gender:
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

chi square = 48.2496, df=2, p<.0001

Figure 148: Student favorability toward universal healthcare and free higher education funded by taxing the top 10 percent
more varies significantly by gender.
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2024 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

If Most Workers Experience Higher Income Taxes to Pay for
Universal Healthcare and Free Higher Education, Only 38 Percent
of Students Are in Favor Of It

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in
the U.S., funded by higher income taxes on most workers?

m Yes No

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 149: 38 percent of students are in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education funded by higher income taxes
on most workers.

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in
the U.S., funded by higher income taxes on most workers?

(o]
9 61%
50%

40%
30% 24%

20%
10%

0%

45%
’ 39%

Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Independent/Apolitical
Leaning
HYes No

test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 69.9187, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 150: Liberal and independent students are more in favor of funding universal healthcare and free higher education by
higher income taxes on most people in comparison to conservative students.

33



2024 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in
the U.S., funded by higher income taxes on most workers?

70% 63% 65%
60% 53%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

47%
37% 35%

Female Male Unknown/other

H Yes No

test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 22.1257, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 151: Student favorability toward universal healthcare and free higher education funded by higher income taxes on most
workers varies by gender.
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2024 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

Half of Students Are In Favor of Universal Healthcare and Free
Higher Education Funded By a Universal Consumption Tax

Are you in favor of universal health care and free higher education in
the U.S., funded by a universal consumption tax (value added tax) that
applies to everyone?

m Yes No

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 152: 50 percent of students are in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education funded by a universal
consumption tax.

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in
the U.S., funded by a universal consumption tax (value added tax) that
applies to everyone?
e 61%
60% 55% 51% 499
50% 45%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

39%

Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Independent/Apolitical
Leaning

M Yes No

test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

chi square = 40.2306, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 153: There are significant differences among students with different political ideologies in their favorability toward
universal healthcare and free education funded by a universal consumption tax.
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2024 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in
the U.S., funded by a universal consumption tax (value added tax) that

applies to everyone?

54% 9
53% 529%

52% 51%

50% 49%
48%

48% 47%

44%
Female Male Unknown/other

H Yes No

test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 2.9805, df=2, p=.2253 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 154: Student attitudes toward universal healthcare and free higher education funded by a universal consumption tax
don’t vary significantly by gender.
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