Application Form for Agricultural Research Funds (ARF) of the
State Board of Agriculture and Education


Project Title: __________________________________________________________________________
Principal Investigator: __________________________________________________________________
	Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
	Phone Number: _______________________ E-Mail: ___________________________________
Organization: _________________________________________________________________________
*Project duration: __________________________________________________________
*One- and two-year awards are common with a maximum of five-year durations
*Total budget requested including any match: __________________________________ 
*Only major crop ARF grants require match, animal and new and emerging crops proposals should not include match
*ARF funds requested: ______________________________________________________
	*If a multiple year proposal, provide subtotal for each year of request, and total project request.
*List ARF Grant Review Committee: ___________________________________________
*There are eleven ARF Grant Review Committees representing the following: animal agriculture, barley, canola, corn, dry beans, new & emerging crops, potato, soybeans, sugarbeets, sunflower, and wheat. 
Does this research involve recombinant DNA or RNA, human subjects, or animals?  
_____Yes _____ No
If yes, please select one (documentation is required):
a. _____ Project involves recombinant DNA and was either approved _____ or determined to be exempt _____ 
	from the NIH Guidelines by an Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) on ___________ (date).
b. _____ Project involves vertebrate animals; the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) review
	will be completed if the project is funded. 
c. _____ Project involves vertebrate animals and was approved by the IACUC on _____ (date).
d. _____ Project involves human subjects and was approved by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) on _____ (date). 
e. _____ Project involves human subjects and is exempt based on exemption # ________.
f. _____ Project involves human subjects.  Specific plans involving human subjects depend upon completion of 
	survey instruments, prior animal studies, or development of material or procedures.  IRB review will be done if project is funded.

Is this proposed project a continuation from the previous year? 
____Yes ____No
If yes, please attach the annual progress report, descriptions of changes in the scope of work, and an updated budget. The annual progress report is limited to 1-page and summarizes the results and impacts from the previous year. 

Is any portion of the proposed research currently funded or being considered by another granting agency? 
____Yes ____No
If yes, please attach an explanation of how this proposed research is distinct.

The narrative portion of the ARF should include the following (Items 1-6 are limited to five (5), single-space pages total using 11-point font or larger):

1) Description of the importance of the problem to the commodity/state. 
In non-technical terms, the proposal must summarize the importance of the subject to the commodity or to the people of the state. For new or potential agricultural problems, the researcher should provide a best estimate of importance. For studies that are more fundamental, researchers must describe how the research relates to an ARF topic.

2) Description of the anticipated impact of the proposed outcome. 
Proposals will be given preference that demonstrated economic impact to North Dakota. Each proposal is expected to state impact of the results in terms of economic gains. For fundamental studies, the proposal can include value of the information gained to subsequent studies. 

3) Previous work in this research area.
 	(Literature review)
 	(Current or recent research)

4) Project objectives

5) Procedures to attain objectives. 
For each objective, describe the research approach, methods, scientific design, and the facilities and resources available to complete the project. Arrange steps in logical order and provide a timeline for completion. Indicate milestones and components that will be particularly difficult or uncertain.

6) Budget justification 
What will the grant funds be used for?
Why is this grant needed? 
[bookmark: _Hlk242190000]Requests for equipment only (items costing $10,000 or more, with a useful life of more than one year) will not routinely be funded. When an equipment-only request is critical for a researcher’s program, the following conditions will apply:   
· An itemized quote from the vendor must be included with the proposal.
· Supplies required to operate the equipment are not allowed. 
· General purpose equipment is not allowed, i.e., office equipment and furnishings, telephones, etc. 
· If requesting equipment as part of an ARF research grant, the same conditions will apply.
· Supplies, training, and maintenance costs of equipment are only allowed within the first year from date of equipment purchase.

7) Project budget
Complete the budget spreadsheet form and include the amount requested for each budget category. Include matching funds only when required. Animal Agriculture and Minor Crops are not required to complete the matching funds portion. 
The budget form is available in the Downloadable Forms section of the Agricultural Research Fund website: https://www.ndsu.edu/vpag/sbare/agricultural_research_fund.

8) Statement of matching funds source 
Animal agriculture and new and emerging crops categories must not complete a statement of matching funds. 
For major crops proposals, a 25% match is required for projects led by individuals in North Dakota, and a 1:1 match for projects led by individuals outside North Dakota.
Each project co-sponsor providing matching funds must be listed including the organization name, contact person, and his/her email.
Also, previously committed funds cannot be used as an after-the-fact match. Existing salaries, fringe benefits and indirect costs are not allowable as match. 
9) References

10) List of principal investigator(s) and other lead members of the research team. Include 2-page CV for PIs.

11) Signatures 
	Include a signature page (or section) with the following narrative: 
By affixing their signature (s) to this application, the applicant(s) certify that they have read and understand the guidelines governing award of these grants and agree to all conditions set forth therein and that all information contained in this application package is true to the best of the applicant’s knowledge, information and belief. 
The State Board of Agricultural Research and Education reserves the right to modify or terminate any subsequent agreements with application if, at a future date the State Board of Agricultural Research and Education becomes aware of material misrepresentation(s) contained in this application. 
Lead Principal Investigator
Signature: _________________________________
Title: _____________________________________ 
Lead PI’s Administrative Leader
Department/School/REC: _____________________
Signature: _________________________________
Title: ______________________________________ 
Authorized Representative
Title: ______________________________________ 
Address:  __________________________________ 
Phone: ____________________________________ 
Signature: _________________________________ 
Date: _____________________________________	
