Appendix 3 Charts: Capitalism and Socialism

More Than Half of Students Define Capitalism as Free Market
Capitalism

Capitalism is best defined as:

m An economic system in which property is privately owned, exchange is voluntary,
and production and pricing of goods/services are determined by market forces.

16%

An economic system in which corporations utlize grants, special tax breaks, political
connections, and special rules that favor them over competitors to earn profits.

Not Sure

Other

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 114: 55 percent of students define capitalism as free market capitalism
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W An economic system in which property is privately owned, exchange is voluntary, and production and pricing of goods/services are

determined by market forces.
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test of significant difference by political ideology:
chi square = 125.5015, df=6, p<.0001 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 115: Significant differences in defining capitalism exist among students with different political views



2026 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

Capitalism is best defined as:
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goods/services are determined by market forces.
An economic system in which corporations utilize grants, special tax breaks, political connections, and special rules that

favor them over competitors to earn profits.
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tes't of significant difference by gender: Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026
chi square = 68.6099, df=6, p<.0001

Figure 116: There are significant differences by gender in defining capitalism.

Captialism is best defined as (percent choosing free market capitalism
- excluding I'm not sure):
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Test of significant difference by year: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi-square=68.6263, df=5, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 117: The percent of students choosing the free market definition of capitalism has grown over time.
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Captialism is best defined as (percent choosing free market capitalism -
excluding I'm not sure)

90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

B Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Leaning @ Independent/Apolitical

Test of significant difference by year:

Liberal: chi-square=91.2651, df=5, p<.0001
Conservative: chi-square=13.3701, df=5, p=.0201 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

Independent: chi-square=7.4336, df=5, p=.1903 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 118: More liberal and conservative students are defining capitalism using the free market definition over time.
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Less Than a Quarter of Students Have a Positive View of Capitalism

Based on your definition of capitalism above, do you have a
positive, negative, or neutral view of capitalism?

m Positive Negative = Neutral

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 119: Based on their definition of capitalism, 24 percent of students have a positive view.

Based on your definition of capitalism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of capitalism?
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test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 339.8925, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 120: There are significant differences among students with different political ideologies on their attitudes toward
capitalism.
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Based on your definition of capitalism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of capitalism?
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= of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 150.4939, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 121: Significant differences in favorability toward capitalism exist by gender.

Based on your definition of capitalism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of capitalism? (percent with positive view)
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Test of significant difference by year: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi-square=14.8330, df=4, p=.0111 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 122: Students viewing capitalism positively has fluctuated between 23 and 27 percent since 2021.
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Based on your definition of capitalism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of capitalism? (percent with positive view)
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Test of significant difference by year:

Liberal: chi-square=31.8870, df=5, p<.0001

Conservative: chi-square=7.5761, df=5, p=.1812 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Independent: chi-square=6.7920, df=5, p=.2366 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 123: The percentage of liberal students having a favorable view of capitalism has significantly increased since 2022.
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For Students Who Define Capitalism as Free Market Capitalism,
37 percent Have a Positive View of Capitalism

For students who selected the free market definition of capitalism:
do you have a positive, negative, or neutral
view of capitalism?

m Positive Negative = Neutral

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 124: 37 percent of students defining capitalism as free market capitalism have a positive view of capitalism.

For students who selected the free market definition of capitalism: do
you have a positive, negative, or neutral view of capitalism?
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test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 240.7710, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 125: Significant differences between students with different political views exist on their attitudes toward capitalism for
those that define capitalism as free market capitalism.
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For Students Who Define Capitalism as Cronyism, 61 Percent
Have a Negative View

For students who selected the cronyism definition
of capitalism: do you have a positive, negative, or
neutral view of capitalism?

m Positive = Negative ® Neutral

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 126: 61 percent of students who define capitalism as cronyism have a negative view of it.

For students who selected the cronyism definition of capitalism: do you
have a positive, negative, or neutral view of capitalism?
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s of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 33.5574, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 127: Significant differences exist on views of cronyism by political ideology, but most students have a negative or neutral
view of cronyism.
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11 Percent of Students Say College Has Given Them a More
Positive View of Capitalism

Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated
in during college changed your view of capitalism?

m Yes, more positive
Yes, more negative

® No, view has not changed

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 128: Twice as many students say college has given them a more negative view of capitalism than those who say it has

given them a more positive view of capitalism.

Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated in
during college changed your view of capitalism?
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M Yes, more positive Yes, more negative M No, View has not changed
test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 90.0127, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 129: Significant differences among students with different political ideologies exist in how they perceive college has
influenced their views on capitalism.
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Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated in
during college changed your view of capitalism?
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test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 51.9541, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 130: Male students are more likely to say that college has given them a more positive view of capitalism in comparison to
unknown/other and female students.

Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated in
during college changed your view of capitalism? (percent with more
positive view)
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Test of significant difference by year: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi-square=24.0274, df=5, p=.0002 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 131: The percent of students who say college has given them a more positive view of capitalism has increased since 2021.
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Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated in
during college changed your view of capitalism? (percent with more
positive view)
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Test of significant difference by year:

Liberal: chi-square=13.7443, df=5, p=.0173
Conservative: chi-square=13.6668, df=5, p=.0179
Independent: chi-square=6.6123, df=5, p=.2511

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 132: There has been a significant increase in the percentage of liberal and conservative students who report that college
has given them a more positive view of capitalism in comparison to 2021.
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Nearly Half of Students Define Socialism as Active Government
and Redistribution

Socialism is best defined as:

m An economic system in which the types, quantities produced, and prices of
goods and services are planned by the government, and property is owned
by "society."

An economic system in which individuals/companies make decisions on the
types, quantities produced, and prices charged for most goods and services,
but the government plays a very active role in assuring prices are fair and

ensuring an equitable distribution of resources between rich and poor.
® Unsure

Other

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 133: 31 percent of students define socialism as central planning.

Socialism is best defined as:
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W An economic system in which the types, quantities produced, and prices of goods and services are planned
by the government, and property is owned by "society."

An economic system in which individuals/companies make decisions on the types, quantities produced,
and prices charged for most goods and services, but the government plays a very active role in assuring

. Brices are fair and ensuring an equitable distribution of resources between rich and poor.
nsure

Other
test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 153.0531, df=6, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 134: Students with different political views define socialism differently.
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Socialism is best defined as:
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W An economic system in which the types, quantities produced, and prices of goods and services are
planned by the government, and propoerty is owned by "society."

An economic system in which individuals/companies make decisions on the types, quantities produced,
and prices charged for most goods and services, but the government plays a very active role in

assuring prices are fair and ensuring an equitable distribution of resources between rich and poor.
M Unsure

Other
test of significant difference by political gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 68.2713, df=6, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 135: Definitions of socialism vary by gender.

Socialism is best defined as (percent choosing central planning
definition of socialism - excluding I'm not sure):
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Test of significant difference by year: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi-square=18.0269, df=5, p=.0029 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 136: The percent of students defining socialism as central planning has declined from a peak of 46 percent in 2022.
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Test of significant difference by year:

Liberal: chi-square=10.0561, df=5, p=.0737
Conservative: chi-square=9.4632, df=5, p=.0920 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

Independent: chi-square=10.5413, df=5, p=.0613  Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 137: The percent of students defining socialism as central planning has significantly changed among all political
ideologies over time.
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More Than One-Quarter of Students Have a Positive View of
Socialism

Based on your definition of socialism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of socialism?

m Positive Negative = Neutral

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, August 2025

Figure 138: 27 percent of students have a positive view of socialism

Based on your definition of socialism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of socialism?
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test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 359.5387, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 139: Conservative students have a much more negative view of socialism in comparison to independent and liberal
students.
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Based on your definition of socialism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of socialism?

60% 54%
% 46%
50% 41%
40% 33% 32%
30% 26% 26% .
20% 23%

20%
10%

0%

Female Male Unknown/other
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test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 67.6660, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 140: The percent of students with positive, negative, and neutral views of socialism varies significantly by gender.

Based on your definition of socialism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of socialism? (percent with positive view)
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Test of significant difference by year: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi-square=19.1359, df=5, p=.0018 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 141: The percent of students with a favorable view of socialism has declined since 2021, but increased since last year.
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Based on your definition of socialism above, do you have a positive,
negative, or neutral view of socialism? (percent with positive view)
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Test of significant difference by year:

Liberal: chi-square=16.3582, df=5, p=.0059 ) o
Conservative: chi-square=6.0361, df=5, p=.3027 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

Independent: chi-square=9.6843, df=5 p=.0847 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 142: Liberal and independent student attitudes toward socialism have changed significantly over time.
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For Students Who Define Socialism as Central Planning, 16
Percent Have a Positive View

For students who define socialism as central planning:
do you have a positive, negative, or
neutral view of socialism?

m Positive = Negative = Neutral

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 143: 16 percent of students who define socialism as central planning view it positively

For students who define socialism as central planning: do you have a
positive, negative, or neutral view of socialism?
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test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 117.8893, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 144: Among students who define socialism as central planning, students with different political views view it more or less
favorably.
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For Students Who Define Socialism as Redistribution and Active
Government, 43 Percent Have a Positive View

For students who define socialism as redistribution and active
government: do you have a positive, negative, or neutral view of
socialism?

m Positive = Negative = Neutral

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 145: 43 percent of students who define socialism as redistribution and active government view it positively

For students who define socialism as redistribution and active
government: do you have a positive, negative, or neutral view of

socialism?
o0% 2% 50%
R . 43%
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20% 14%
10%
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W Positive Negative ® Neutral

test of significant difference by political ideology:
chi square = 131.4740, df=4, p<.0001 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 146: Significant differences among students with different political beliefs exist in their attitudes toward socialism for
those that define it as redistribution and active government.
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18 Percent of Students Say College Has Given Them a More
Positive View of Socialism

Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated
in during college changed your view of socialism?

18%

m Yes, more positive
Yes, more negative

® No, view has not changed
American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 147: 18 percent of students say college has given them a more positive view of socialism, while 13 percent say it has
given them a more negative view of socialism.

Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated in
during college changed your view of socialism?
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50%
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B Yes, more positive Yes, more negative H No, view has not changed
test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 169.8149, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 148: Students with different political beliefs report differences in the way college has influenced their view of socialism.
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Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated in
during college changed your view of socialism?

80% 72%
70% o6% 61%
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B Yes, more positive Yes, more negative B No, view has not changed

test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 10.9681, df=4, p=.0269 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 149: Perceptions of how college has changed views on socialism vary by gender.

Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated in
during college changed your view of socialism? (percent with more
positive view)
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Test of significant difference by year: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi-square=25.6802, df=>5, p=.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 150: The percent of students who say college has given them a more positive view of socialism has dropped since 2023,
but increased since last year.
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Have the classes and other academic activities you have participated in

during college changed your view of socialism? (percent with more
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Test of significant difference by year:

Liberal: chi-square=39.7965, df=5, p<.0001
Conservative: chi-square=6.8136, df=4, p=.2349 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

Independent: chi-square=1.4339, df=4, p=.9206 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 151: The percent of liberal students who say college has given them a more favorable view of socialism has declined
significantly since 2023.
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Among Students Who Say Professors Have Expressed Their
Views on Capitalism, Over Half Say It Has Been Negative

If your professors have expressed their views on capitalism,
have their views generally been favorable or
unfavorable toward capitalism?

m Favorable
Unfavorable
= None have expressed opinions on capitalism

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 152: 55 percent of students who say their professors have expressed their views on capitalism (22 percent of all students)
say the views have been negative.

If your professors have expressed their views on capitalism, have their
views generally been favorable or unfavorable toward capitalism?

80% 13%
O,
’ 48%
50%
40%
30% . 26% 27%  25%
20% ° . 13%  12%
v
o [ ]
Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Leaning Independent/Apolitical
W Favorable Unfavorable B None have expressed their opinions of capitalism
test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 97.9078, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 153: There are significant differences by political ideology in student perceptions of views expressed by professors on
capitalism.
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If your professors have expressed their views on capitalism, have their
views generally been favorable or unfavorable toward capitalism?
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60% 55% il
50%
40%
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30% 22% 23%  22% e X
20% 14% =
F I
0%
Female Male Unknown/other
W Favorable Unfavorable B None have expressed their opinions of capitalism
test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 28.6036, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 154: There are significant differences in student perceptions of professors' expressed views on capitalism by gender.

If your professors have expressed their views on capitalism, have their
views generally been favorable or unfavorable toward capitalism? (not
expressing view excluded) (percent favorable)
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American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

Test of significant difference by year: . ) -
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

chi-square=29.1562, df=5, p<.0001

Figure 155: An increasing percent of students have perceived expressed professor views toward capitalism as favorable over
time.
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If your professors have expressed their views on capitalism, have their
views generally been favorable or unfavorable toward capitalism? (percent
favorable)
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Test of significant difference by year:

Liberal: chi-square=21.4043, df=5, p=.0007
Conservative: chi-square=20.6624, df=5, p=.0009

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Independent: chi-square=4.3068, df=5, p=.5061

Figure 156: There has been a significant increase in both liberal and conservative students perceiving professors' expressed
views on capitalism as favorable over time.
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For Students Who Report That Their Professors Have Expressed
Their Views on Socialism, over Half Say It Has Been Positive

If your professors have expressed their views on socialism,
have their views generally been favorable or
unfavorable toward socialism?

m Favorable
Unfavorable

= None have expressed their views on sociaism

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 157: 53 percent of students who say their professors have expressed their views on socialism (17 percent of all students)
say the views have been positive.

If your professors have expressed their views on socialism, have their
views generally been favorable or unfavorable toward socialism?

90% 81%
80% 69%

70%

60% 51%

50%

40% 30%

30% 19% 19%
12% 12%

20%
7%
v o
0o =
Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Leaning Independent/Apolitical

W Favorable Unfavorable B None have expressed their opinions on socialism

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,

test of significant difference by political ideology: ) i -
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

chi square = 147.4453, df=4, p<.0001

Figure 158: Student perceptions of professor views toward socialism vary by political ideology.
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If your professors have expressed their views on socialism, have their
views generally been favorable or unfavorable toward socialism?

80% 74% 72%
70% 61%
60%
50%
40%
30% 20% 20% 9
0,
20% 16% 119 129 7%
- [
b .
Female Male Unknown/other

W Favorable Unfavorable B None have expressed their opinions on socialism
test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 42.2447, df=4, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 159: Student perceptions of expressed professor views toward socialism vary by gender.

If your professors have expressed their views on socialism, have their
views generally been favorable or unfavorable toward socialism?
(percent favorable)

62%
60%
58%
56%
54%
52%
50%
48%

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Test of significant difference by year: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi-square=13.8059, df=4, p=.0079 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 160: Perception of professors’ expressed views toward socialism being favorable for students who say professors have
expressed views over time.
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If your professors have expressed their views on socialism, have their
views generally been favorable or unfavorable toward socialism?
(percent favorable)

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

M Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Leaning M Independent/Apolitical

Test of significant difference by year:

Liberal: chi-square=9.3295, df=4, p=.0534
Conservative: chi-square=20.7989, df=4, p=.0003
Independent: chi-square=13.0043, df=4, p=.0113

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 161: Students perceiving professor views toward socialism as being favorable for those saying professors have expressed
views - by political ideology and year.
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2026 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

More Than Three-Quarters of Students are In Favor of Universal
Healthcare and Free Higher Education if Funded by a Wealth Tax
on the Top One Percent

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in the
U.S., funded by a wealth tax levied on the top one percent?

m Yes No

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 162: 76 percent of students are in favor of universal healthcare/free education funded by a wealth tax on the top 1
percent.

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in the
U.S., funded by a wealth tax levied on the top one percent?

100% 89%
90% 77%
80%

70%
60% .
200 46%
40%
30%
20% 1%
10%
0%

54%

23%

Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Leaning Independent/Apolitical
M Yes No

test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 330.1402, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 163: Liberal and independent students are much more likely to be in favor of universal healthcare/free education funded
by a wealth tax on the top one percent than conservative students.
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Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in the
U.S., funded by a wealth tax levied on the top one percent?

90% 80% 83%
80% 70%
70%
60%
50%
40% 30%
30% 20%
20%
10%
0%

17%

Female Male Unknown/other

H Yes No

test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 23.8884, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 164: The percent of students in favor of universal healthcare/free education funded by a wealth tax on the top one
percent varies significantly by gender.
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2026 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

73 Percent of Students are in Favor of Universal Healthcare and
Free Higher Education if Funded by Higher Income Taxes on the
Top 10 Percent

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in the U.S.,
funded by higher income taxes on the top 10 percent?

m Yes No

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 165: 73 percent of students say they are in favor of universal healthcare/free education funded by taxing the top 10
percent more.

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in
the U.S., funded by higher income taxes on the top 10 percent?

100% 86%

80% 73%

0,
o PR 2
40% 27%
0,
20% 14%
0%
Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Independent/Apolitical
Leaning
HYes No

test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 258.2899, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 166: Liberal and independent students are significantly more in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education
funded by taxing the top 10 percent more in comparison to conservative students.
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Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in
the U.S., funded by higher income taxes on the top 10 percent?

83%
20 76% ’
0% 67%
(o]
60%
50%
40% . 33%
30% 24%
20%
10%
0%

17%

Female Male Unknown/other

H Yes No

test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 23.3003, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 167: Student favorability toward universal healthcare and free higher education funded by taxing the top 10 percent
more varies significantly by gender.
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2026 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

If Most Workers Experience Higher Income Taxes to Pay for
Universal Healthcare and Free Higher Education, Only 42 Percent
of Students Are in Favor Of It

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in the
U.S., funded by higher income taxes on most workers?

m Yes No

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 168: 42 percent of students are in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education funded by higher income taxes
on most workers.

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in the
U.S., funded by higher income taxes on most workers?

80% 72%
70% —
60% 2 52%
48%
50% 45%
(o)

40% 28%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Leaning Independent/Apolitical
M Yes No

test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 51.0717, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 169: Liberal and independent students are more in favor of funding universal healthcare and free higher education by
higher income taxes on most people in comparison to conservative students.
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Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in
the U.S., funded by higher income taxes on most workers?

10% 59% 58%
60% 51%  49%
50% 41% 42%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Female Male Unknown/other

H Yes No

test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 3.5917, df=2, p=.1660 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 170: Student favorability toward universal healthcare and free higher education funded by higher income taxes on most
workers does not vary significantly by gender.
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2026 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

Nearly Half of Students Are In Favor of Universal Healthcare and
Free Higher Education Funded By a Universal Consumption Tax

Are you in favor of universal health care and free higher education in the
U.S., funded by a universal consumption tax (value added tax) that applies
to everyone?

m Yes No

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 171: 49 percent of students are in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education funded by a universal
consumption tax.

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in the
U.S., funded by a universal consumption tax (value added tax) that applies
to everyone?

70% 63%

60% %

socy0 o %

o

40%

30%

20%

10%
0%

37%

Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Leaning Independent/Apolitical

M Yes No

test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 35.0987, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 172: There are significant differences among students with different political ideologies in their favorability toward
universal healthcare and free education funded by a universal consumption tax.

35



2026 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

Are you in favor of universal healthcare and free higher education in
the U.S., funded by a universal consumption tax (value added tax) that

applies to everyone?
56% 54%

54% 51%

52% 1%
50% 49% 49%
48% 46%

46%
44%
42%
40%
Female Male Unknown/other

H Yes No

test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 5.2844, df=2, p=.0712 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 173: Student attitudes toward universal healthcare and free higher education funded by a universal consumption tax

don’t vary significantly by gender.
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2026 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

Nearly Three Quarters of Students Are In Favor of Rent Freezes
on Apartments

Are you in favor of rent freezes on apartments to make them more
affordable?

m Yes No

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 174: 72 percent of students are in favor of rent freezes on apartments.

Are you in favor of rent freezes on apartments to make them more
affordable?

100%
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74%
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H Yes No

e of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 338.1795, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 175: There are significant differences among students with different political ideologies in their favorability toward rent
freezes on apartments.
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Are you in favor of rent freezes on apartments to make them more
affordable?

79% 80%
62%

38%
21% 20%

Female Male Unknown/other

H Yes No

test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 69.0242, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 176: Student attitudes toward rent freezes on apartments vary significantly by gender.
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Two-Thirds of Students Are In Favor of Government-Owned
Grocery Stores

Are you in favor of government-owned grocery stores to ensure access to
low cost, healthy food?

m Yes No

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 177: 67 percent of students are in favor of government-owned grocery stores.

Are you in favor of government-owned grocery stores to ensure access to
low cost, healthy food?
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40% 31%
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Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Leaning Independent/Apolitical

H Yes No

test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 240.8575, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 178: There are significant differences among students with different political ideologies in their favorability toward
government-owned grocery stores.
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Are you in favor of government-owned grocery stores to ensure access
to low cost, healthy food?

74% 74%

57%
43%
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Female Male Unknown/other

H Yes No

e of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 64.8487, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 179: Student attitudes toward government-owned grocery stores vary significantly by gender.
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2026 American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey

One Third of Students Are In Favor of Government Ownership in
Strategic Sectors like Al and Steel

Are you in favor of government having ownership in strategic sectors like
artificial intelligence companies and steel companies?

m Yes No

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 180: 34 percent of students are in favor of government ownership in strategic sectors like Al and steel.

Are you in favor of government having ownership in strategic sectors like
artificial intelligence companies and steel companies?
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30%
20%
10%
0%

36%
30%

Liberal/Liberal Leaning Conservative/Conservative Leaning Independent/Apolitical

H Yes No

test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 4.7497, df=2, p=.0930 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 181: Most students are not in favor of government ownership in strategic sectors like Al and steel, regardless of political
ideology.
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Are you in favor of government having ownership in strategic sectors
like artificial intelligence companies and steel companies?
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test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 30.8503, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 182: Student attitudes toward government ownership in strategic sectors like Al and steel vary significantly by gender.
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62 Percent of Students Are In Favor of a $30 Minimum Wage

Are you in favor of a $30 minimum wage?

m Yes No

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 183: 62 percent of students are in favor of a $30 minimum wage.

Are you in favor of a $30 minimum wage?
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test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 195.8787, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 184: There are significant differences by political ideology in support for a $30 minimum wage.
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Are you in favor of a $30 minimum wage?
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0,
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H Yes No

e of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 81.3496, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 185: Student attitudes toward a S30 minimum wage vary significantly by gender.
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59 Percent of Students Think Billionaires Should Not Exist

Do you think billionaires should exist?

m Yes No

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 186: 41 percent of students think billionaires should exist.

Do you think billionaires should exist?
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H Yes No

test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 298.9012, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 187: There are significant differences by political ideology on whether students think billionaires should exist.
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Do you think billionaires should exist?
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test of significant difference by gender: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 145.7696, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 188: Student attitudes toward whether billionaires should exist vary significantly by gender.
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Three Quarters of Students Think the U.S. Should Implement a
Wealth Tax

Should the U.S. implement a wealth tax?

m Yes No

American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 189: 76 percent of students think the U.S. should implement a wealth tax.

Should the U.S. implement a wealth tax?
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test of significant difference by political ideology: American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
chi square = 374.7796, df=2, p<.0001 Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 190: There are significant differences by political ideology on whether the U.S. should implement a wealth tax.
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Should the U.S. implement a wealth tax?
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American College Student Freedom, Progress and Flourishing Survey,
Sheila and Robert Challey Institute for Global Innovation and Growth, Sept 2026

Figure 191: Student attitudes toward whether the U.S. should implement a wealth tax vary significantly by gender.
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