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BRADLEY BENTON
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 
OF HISTORY

BARBARIC, BETRAYED,  
OR BURNED AT THE STAKE
THE COMPLEXITIES AND CHALLENGES  
OF INDIGENOUS HISTORY
 
Historians have not always treated Native 
peoples well. We have, over the centuries, 
variously portrayed Indigenous peoples as 
bloodthirsty barbarians, as traitorous sell-outs 
and as helpless victims. In this presentation, 
Benton will discuss the challenges of 
producing Native history and the complex 
realities of Native experiences, with a special 
focus on the Nahuas (Aztec) of central Mexico. 

Bradley Benton is an 
associate professor of 
history at NDSU. His 
research focuses on the 
sixteenth-century history 
of the Nahuatl- (Aztec-) 
speaking peoples of 
central Mexico. He has 
published his work with 
Cambridge University 
Press, the University 
of Oklahoma Press and 
the Library of Congress, 
among others. His work 
has been supported by 
the National Endowment 
for the Humanities, the 
Fulbright Commission and 
the Mellon Foundation.
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