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What are 
cover crops, 
and why 
have they 
become so 
popular? 



What are 
cover crops? 
Å Crops including 

grasses, legumes, 
forbs, or other 
herbaceous plants 
established for 
seasonal cover 
and conservation 
purposes  



Cover Crop Species 
Legumes  

Å Hairy Vetch   

Å Alfalfa 

Å Field/Winter 
Pea   

Å Cowpeas   

Å Soybean   
 

Clover 
legumes 

Å Crimson 

Å Red  

Å Berseem      

ÅWhite 

Å Sweet 

 
 

Grasses 
Å Spring/Winter 

Barley 

Å Foxtail Millet 

Å Japanese Millet 

Å Pearl Millet 

Å Proso Millet 

Å Oats 

Å Winter Cereal Rye 

Å Annual Ryegrass 

Å Sorghum-
Sudangrass 

Å Sudangrass 

Å Winter Triticale  

Å Spring/Winter 
Wheat 

Brassicas  

ÅYellow 
Mustard 

ÅRadish 
(Oilseed or 
Forage) 

ÅCanola 

ÅRapeseed    

ÅTurnip 

  
 

Broadleaf 

ÅFlax  

ÅBuckwheat    
 



Environmental Qualities 
Incentives Program (EQIP) 

EQIP is a voluntary conservation program. It 
supports production agriculture and 

environmental quality as compatible goals. 
Through EQIP, farmers may receive financial 

and technical help install conservation 
practices on agricultural land to solve a 

resource concern.  

 



Cover Crops (340) 
ÅSoil Health Cover Crop Initiative 
ï5 year contract on same acres 

ïMulti-species mixture 

ïCapped at $4000.00 

 



 



ÅOther EQIP Cover Crop Scenarios 
ïOne Species 

ïOne Species Wind Erosion 

ïGrass and Legume (2 species) 

ï3 Species 

ïOrganic 

 



ÅCover Crops are available in General EQIP and Ag 
Certainty along with several other initiatives : 

ïDriftless Area Landscape Conservation Initiative (DALCI) 

ïGreat Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) 

ïMississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative 
(MRBI) 

ïNational Water Quality Initiative (NWQI) 

ïOrganic Initiative (OI) 

ïPrairie Pothole Wetland and Grassland Retention Project 
(PPWGRP) 

ïHoney Bee Pollinator (HBP) Effort 

 

 



ÅEQIP 2014 
ïUnder 2014 Farm Bill Guidance 

ÅWildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) now 
part of EQIP  

ïContinuous application period 
 



 



 



Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP) 

ÅEncourages producers to address resource 
concerns in a comprehensive manner by 
undertaking additional conservation 
activities and improving, maintaining and 
managing existing activities. 
ïhttp://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/m

n/programs/financial/?cid=nrcs142p2_023501 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/mn/programs/financial/?cid=nrcs142p2_023501
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/mn/programs/financial/?cid=nrcs142p2_023501


CSP Enhancements 
ÅWQL 10 Plant cover crops that will 

scavenge residual nitrogen 
ÅENR12 Use of legume cover crop as a 

nitrogen source 
ÅSQL02 Continuous cover crops 
ÅSQL04 Use of cover crop mixes 
ÅSQL05 Use of deep rooted crops to break 

up soil compaction 
ÅFPP02 On Farm Pilot Project (Manure 

Slurry Seeding of Cover Crops) 



Good Cover Crop Resources 

üManaging Cover Crops Profitably 3rd Edition                             
http://www.sare.org/ 

üMidwest Cover Crop Council                                 
http://www.mccc.msu.edu/ 

üPractical Farmers of Iowa                                
http://practicalfarmers.org 

üAccumulation of Articles                                      
http://plantcovercrops.com/ 

üDetailed species information 
http://www.sarep.ucdavis.edu/database/covercrops 

http://www.sarep.ucdavis.edu/database/covercrops
http://www.sarep.ucdavis.edu/database/covercrops
http://www.mccc.msu.edu/
http://practicalfarmers.org/
http://plantcovercrops.com/
http://www.sarep.ucdavis.edu/database/covercrops


Midwest Cover Crop Decision Tool 


